
PHILANTHROPISTS, INVESTORS, COMPANIES AND PARTNERS KICK OFF AMAZONIA
RISING, THE 2ND ONLINE GLOBAL SUMMIT ON FOREST-FRIENDLY INVESTING IN THE

AMAZON

A coalition of dozens of leaders, from indigenous nations and nonprofits to
governments and entrepreneurs, kick-off as a global call to action for the future

sustainability and prosperity of the Amazon region and its people.

NOVEMBER 28 – DECEMBER 9, 2022

Monday November 28, 2022 - The 2nd annual Amazonia Rising Summit starts today, online, uniting
investors, philanthropists, corporate buyers and allies to increase and improve investments in
forest-friendly economies and the rule of law. Over the next two weeks, 40+ sessions with over two
hundred speakers will offer small group dialogues and plenary presentations to orient public and
private capital stakeholders on navigating the ins and outs of forest-friendly Amazon investing. The
program will cover carbon markets, agroforestry, blended finance models, community
benefit-sharing, indigenous sovereignty, decolonizing capital, biodiversity credits, land rights,
impact measurement, biocultural protections, and much more.

On November 29, key plenaries will be live-streamed from the Festival on Impact and Sustainable
Business Investing in the Amazon (FIINSA) - the COP of the Amazon. Brought to you by AMAZ,
Idesam, and the Impact Hub Manaus, the FIINSA forum in Manaus, Amazonas, Brazil, is providing an
opportunity for Amazonian stakeholders to connect in person on social finance, R&D, business
acceleration and impact investing across the Amazon Basin.

Nature-positive businesses and Amazon-focused funds will be showcased, featuring some of the
region's most innovative strategies for funding and creating value around biodiversity protection,
ecosystem restoration, and community wellbeing. The showcases for values-aligned investors
include, 1) a December 6 session on Amazon impact investing funds, 2) a December 7 session on
food/beverage/agriculture/cosmetics/biotech businesses, and 3) a December 8 session on
businesses applying IT solutions, ESG and impact metrics. Sessions will also showcase sustainable,
regenerative products that will appeal to investors and corporate buyers who seek to buy
Amazonian fruits, nuts, oils, fibers, fish, cocoa and other high-value products that outcompete
deforestation economies and transform supply chains.

At this year’s COP in Sharm el Sheikh, Brazilian president-elect Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva received a
rapturous welcome as he announced to the world that "there is no climate security for the world
without a protected Amazon," and “We will do whatever it takes to have zero deforestation and
the degradation of our biomes."



With renewed focus on the world stage, we invite you to attend our two-week virtual event that is
designed to inspire action, forge connections, and make the business case for forest-positive
economies while outlining strategies for philanthropy, private investment, and blended finance.
As a joint program of the Earth Innovation Institute and the Giving Back Fund, the event is managed
by the Amazon Investor Coalition in partnership with the CERTI Foundation, NEXUS, Latimpacto,
Capital for Climate, and the United Kingdom’s Partnerships for Forests (P4F).

WITH OVER 40 SESSIONS TO CHOOSE FROM, WE WOULD LIKE TO HIGHLIGHT THE FOLLOWING
SESSIONS IN PARTICULAR:

November 28, 10:00 (ET): CONFERENCE WELCOME

In September, 2020, the Amazon Investor Coalition was launched from the stage of the UN 75 Global
Governance Forum. Now, two years and hundreds of connections later, investors, philanthropists,
corporate buyers, indigenous leaders and allies are collaborating. We are working to help
improve governance, the rule of law, forest protection systems, bioeconomies, and more. Join us to
learn how you can help to ensure that the Amazon forest is valued more alive and standing, than
cut and burned. Speakers include • Helena Gualinga, Youth Collective of Amazon Defenders •
Mariana Paulino Lima, Amazon Investor Coalition • Nicole Schwab, 1t.org / World Economic Forum •
Marcio Sztutman, Partnerships for Forests • Yves Lesenfants, Inter-American Development Bank •
Tony Lent, Capital for Climate • James Mulligan, Amazon.com • Jonah Wittkamper, Amazon Investor
Coalition

November 28, 14.00 (ET): FOREST CARBON AND BIODIVERSITY ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The voluntary carbon market recently reached $2 billion, doubling in 1 year. A few savvy business
models are succeeding in the Amazon region. Who are these entrepreneurs? Who are the buyers?
What are the impacts on biodiversity and what is the biodiversity market? Speakers include:
Mariana Sarmiento, Terrasos • Luiz Cruz Villares, Amazon Sustainability Foundation • Peter
Fernandez, Mombak • Cinthia Caetano, Future Carbon • Michael Green, Solutions for Climate
Partnership

November 28 15:30 (ET): FOREST CARBON MARKETS OF THE FUTURE

The global compliance carbon market, regulated by governments, reached an estimated $760
billion in 2022, rising 164% in one year. Like Colombia before it, many anticipate that Brazil’s carbon
market will come online soon. How will these markets impact the Amazon? How can we ensure that
forest carbon credits have high integrity? What is the status of the California Tropical Forest
Standard? How could new standards for nature accounting promoted by the White House and
other governments have an effect? What about the participation of indigenous people? Speakers
include: • Alasdair Were, IETA • Marcelo Ramos, Brazilian Congress • Andrea Johnson, Climate and
Land Use Alliance • Tracey Osborne, UC Center for Climate Justice • Tuntiak Katan, Global Alliance of
Territorial Communities (GATC)



NOVEMBER 29 : LIVESTREAM FROM THE FESTIVAL ON IMPACT AND SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS INVESTING
IN THE AMAZON (FIINSA), MANAUS, BRAZIL.

8:30 (ET):  WELCOME & VISION OF THE FUTURE FOR THE AMAZON  - Speakers include: • Mariano
Cenamo, Idesam/AMAZ (Moderator)• Guilherme Leal, Natura • Denis Minev, BEMOL • Txai Surui,
Ingenous activist •Fersen Lambranho, GP Investments/G2D Investments

9:45 (ET):  REALITY SHOCK: DIFFICULT TIMES AMID VIOLENCE AND HIGH DEFORESTATION - Speakers
include: • Natalie Unterstell, Inst. Talanoa  • Samela Satere-Mawe, Activist • Caetano Scanavinno,
Projeto Saúde e Alegria • Tashka Yawanawa •Odenilze Ramos

10:45 (ET):  POSSIBLE PATHS: ALTERNATIVES TO BUILD A NEW ECONOMY - Speakers include: Virgilio
Viana, Amazon Sustainability Foundation • Patricia Daros, Fundo Vale • Rita Mesquita, INPA • Gustavo
Pinheiro, Climate and Society Institute

14:00 (ET):  VENTURE CAPITAL AS A FINANCING MECHANISM FOR IMPACTFUL BUSINESSES IN THE
AMAZON: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES - Speakers include • Ricardo Politi, Amazon Investor
Coalition • Elaine Garcia, FIP FIEAM • Danilo Zeliniski, KPTL Investimentos • Max Petrucci, Mahta
Superfoods

DECEMBER 1, 11:00 ET: GLOBAL LEADERSHIP FOR AMAZON CONSERVATION

Join us to learn some of the greatest stories of impact and positive change that conservationists
and the Amazon have to offer. Speakers include: • Virgilio Viana, Amazon Sustainability Foundation •
JoJo Mehta, Stop Ecocide International • Gillian Caldwell, USAID • Walter Vergara, WRI / Initiative
20×20 (Emeritus) • Vedis Vik, Norway International Climate and Forest Initiative (NICFI) • Jane
Goodall, Jane Goodall Institute (TBC)• David Kaimowitz, Tenure Facility

DECEMBER 1, 14:00 (ET): HOW AND WHY TO "BUY AMAZONIAN?"

Amazon ecosystem stewardship can also be profitable. Corporate leaders offer case studies and
success stories for investors and commercial buyers of forest-friendly consumer products: What
did your company do to “Buy Amazonian”? Why did you do it? What result did it have on your
business? Speakers include: • Livia Froes, Lush • Robin Van Loon, Comida Verde / rosewood oil •
Philippa Lockwood, Clif Bar • Andrew Vrbas / Andrew Thorton, Pacha Soap / silvan.eco • Matt Cohen ,
SIMPLi • Fernanda Stefani, 100% Amazonia

December 5, 12:30 (ET): A COLLABORATIVE ROADMAP FOR CATALYTIC PHILANTHROPY TO BOOST THE
AMAZON BIOECONOMY (PLENARY)

Philanthropy is critical to investment – derisking private venture, increasing equitable capital, and
boosting the entrepreneurial ecosystem. Strategic funding can develop Amazon market
infrastructure, provide conservation finance, promote accountable governance that makes
investment and commerce viable, and build carbon and ecosystem markets with integrity. Learn
how leading Amazon funders are catalyzing economics for ecosystem regeneration and
mobilizing new philanthropy to increase the economic competitiveness of forests with
community wellbeing at the center. Speakers include: • Carolina Suarez, Latimpacto • Rosa Maria



Lemos de Sá, Funbio • Marcia Soares, Fundo Vale • Andrea Azevedo, Fundo JBS • Juliana Stobel,
Fundacion Avina • Carolina Munis, Oak Foundation • Renata Piazzon , Instituto Arapyau

December 5, 14:00 (ET): THE AMAZONIAN CORNUCOPIA: THESE AMAZONIAN PRODUCTS AND THEIR
PRODUCERS ARE READY TO SCALE

What are some of the most promising forest-friendly products that are coming out of the Amazon?
Who are the producers? What do they have to offer? How are they evaluating social and
environmental impact? How can the rest of the world help? Come meet these Amazonian brands
that are changing the world. Be the first to meet these outstanding companies that were chosen
from 161 applicants! You can be first-to-market in your country. Speakers include: • Bruno Kato,
3Agro.com.br / Horta de Terra • Stefano Arnhold, Chocalate de Mendes • Johann Scheneider,
Coopavam • Mariano Cenamo, Amaz • Fernanda Stefani, 100% Amazonia • Sarah Sampaio, Cafe
Apui • Paulo Reis, Manioca

December 6,  12:30 (ET):  MEASURING THE PULSE OF THE AMAZON BIOECONOMY AND GLOBAL
INVESTMENT APPETITE

Amazon bioeconomic development is trending. What is the latest research? What industries are
succeeding, or failing? How much investment is coming in? What are the primary stumbling blocks
and how are people overcoming them? Speakers include: • Danielle Rappaport, Amazon Investor
Coalition • Marcos Da Re, Fundaçao CERTI • Marysol Goes, Amazon Sustainability Foundation / Hub
da Bioeconomia Amazônica (TBC)

DECEMBER 6, 15:30 (ET): THE SPIRITUAL FOOTPRINT OF THE AMAZON, RIGHTS OF NATURE, AND MONEY

Wild, mysterious and enchanting. While the Amazon inspires reverence for nature, so too does
Ayahuasca, a local indigenous brew. The 2020 book, The Immortality Key, argues that psychedelic
experiences were the common root of the world’s religions. Several recent scientific studies also
confirm that psychedelics increase nature appreciation. In the case of Ayahuasca, 74% of users
report feeling an ongoing connection to the spirit of the plant. How could a worldview based on
nature celebration, help us re-imagine our global financial system to celebrate diversity and back
our currencies with natural assets. Speakers include: • Gregory Landua, Regen Network • Brian
Muraresku, The Immortality Key • Chris Varrone, Pickwick Capital Partners • Valentina
Roldan-Espinosa, Valentina Yaman • Loic Le Meur, Pawa • Uyunkar Domingo Peas Nampichkai,
Achua Nation

December 7, 14:00 (ET): MEDIA & CULTURE FOR AMAZON BIOECONOMY IMPACT (PLENARY)

There is a story of the Amazon to tell that is not about fires, destruction, and murder. It is a story of
an Amazon rainforest that has the potential to be the world’s largest forest-positive and
carbon-rich economy — a global hub for impact business development and conscious investment.
In this session, representatives from the film, news, and music industry share how we can use the
power of media and storytelling to broadcast a new Amazon story of innovation, restoration, and
impact. Speakers include: • Juliana Tinoco, Partnerships for Forests • Sophie Pasetti, KOKO
Foundation • Jie-Ming Chung, Terra Media / Resilience Entertainment



December 8, 14:00 (ET): HIGH-INTEGRITY AMAZON FOREST CARBON CREDITS FROM JURISDICTIONAL
REDD+ ARE ALMOST HERE!

Carbon credits from large-scale "jurisdictional REDD+" (j-REDD+) programs, that operate at the
scale of entire states and nations, are about to break into the voluntary carbon market. In the
Brazilian Amazon alone, revenues from these credits could deliver $2bn per year or more to the
states' low-emission development strategies. Previous experiences with j-REDD+
"pay-for-performance" contracts in Acre and Mato Grosso demonstrate the power of this approach
to deliver benefits to a range of stakeholders.  Join us for a high-profile exchange with Amazonian
subnational leaders, carbon financiers, researchers and indigenous leaders about the future of
j-REDD+ in the Amazon region. Speakers include: • Daniel Nepstad, Earth Innovation Institute
(moderator) • Crisanto Xavante (TBC), Federação dos Povos Indígenas de Mato Grosso • Marli
Teresinha dos Santos, Superintendente de Gestão e Políticas Públicas, Gov Tocantins • Monica de
los Rios, Earth Innovation Institute • Celso Fiori, Mercuria Energy Holding • Franklin Paniagua,
ART/TREES, Fernando Sampaio, Instituto PCI • Sean Frisby, Emergent (TBC)

# # #

The partnership between the Amazon Investor Coalition and the CERTI Foundation is supported by
the Partnerships for Forests (P4F) programme. Earth Innovation Institute is the institutional host and
collaborator of the Amazon Investor Coalition for this P4F grant. The Summit aims to foster genuine
and lasting connections among peers and change agents committed to a forest-positive, socially
inclusive Amazon bioeconomy.

# # #

PRESS CONTACTS:
● Ryan Bowes: ryan.bowes@franses.co
● Sophie Mitchell: sophie.mitchell@franses.co

The Amazon Investor Coalition
The Amazon Investor Coalition is a global, impact finance learning-and-collaboration platform that
unites philanthropists and private investors with governments, nonprofits and allies to advance
forest-friendly economic development and the rule of law across the Amazon region. AIC is a
program of the Earth Innovation Institute and the Giving Back Fund, in collaboration with NEXUS, a
global community of 6000+ members from 70 countries that bridges communities of wealth and
impact to catalyze new leadership and accelerate solutions to global problems.

Idesam
Idesam is an NGO operating in the Legal Amazon since 2004. In 2022, it was recognized as one of
the 100 best NGOs in Brazil and the Social Entrepreneur-Innovation in the Environment Award by



Folha de São Paulo and the Schwab Foundation. The purpose of the Institute is to promote a new,
inclusive and sustainable economy in the Amazon, creating connections to the actors in its value
chains and pointing out new innovative paths for conservation and poverty reduction. So far, the
indicators are 8.5 million hectares of conserved forests in 34 territories in the Amazon; 6 thousand
families impacted and 23 social organizations involved. It coordinates and supports the strategic
initiatives AMAZ Accelerator of Impact, Priority Bioeconomy Program, Inatú Amazônia, Café Apuí
Agroforestry and Carbon Neutral Program, in addition to the executive secretary of the Observatory
of BR-319. Contact: Emanuelle Araújo (2º FIINSA) - upcomunicacaointeligente@gmail.com

Partnerships for Forests
Partnerships for Forests (P4F) catalyzes investments in which the private sector, public sector and
communities can achieve shared value from forests and sustainable land use. P4F is a program of
the UK's Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO), currently operating in Central,
East and West Africa, Southeast Asia and Latin America. It is implemented by Palladium and
Systemiq. Contact: Juliana Tinoco Juliana.Tinoco@partnershipsforforests.com

Fundação CERTI
Fundação CERTI is a non-profit organization based in Brazil, with 37 years of experience fostering
and developing innovation ecosystems in Brazil. In the Amazon, CERTI leads the Jornada Amazônia
initiative, which aims to contribute to forest conservation by activating the impact entrepreneurship
and innovation ecosystem and promoting the competitiveness of the standing forest. Contact:
Janice Rodrigues Maciel jgm@certi.org.br

Earth Innovation Institute
The Earth Innovation Institute promotes the transition to low-emission rural development, a shift to
economic growth across political boundaries that keeps the forest standing and rewards forest
communities, farmers,  and fishermen for using sustainable practices. Contact: Claudia Stickler
cstickler@earthinnovation.org

Capital for Climate
Capital for Climate (C4C) is accelerating capital deployment to climate solutions required to
achieve a 1.5°C degree outcome. It provides an integrated offering, including a climate solution
intelligence platform, hosted investor communities, education and strategic advisory services. C4C
has produced the Nature-based Solutions (NbS) Investment Platform, including coverage of
relevant data for the Brazilian Amazon, Cerrado and Chaco biomes; and a Brazil-focused NbS
investment acceleration collaborative. Contact: Jaclyn Wei-Lin Eng   jeng@capitalforclimate.com

Latimpacto
Latimpacto is the network that gathers more than 160 impact-driven investors that provide human,
intellectual, and financial capital in Latin America to help them maximize their impact through
innovative knowledge and orchestrate partnerships and collaborations that enable a more
strategic deployment of capital. Latimpacto is part of a Family global network of -1,300 members
worldwide- but with a clear focus and knowledge in Latin America. Contact: Juliana Díaz
juliana@latimpacto.org

mailto:Juliana.Tinoco@partnershipsforforests.com
mailto:jgm@certi.org.br
mailto:cstickler@earthinnovation.org
https://nbs.capitalforclimate.com/


NEXUS
NEXUS bridges communities of wealth and impact. It serves as a global platform to unite next gen
philanthropists, impact investors, and social entrepreneurs to bring about the most promising
global solutions of our time.

The Impact Hub Manaus
Impact Hub Manaus is part of a global network of entrepreneurship and social innovation hubs that
seek to positively impact the world and its respective regions. This impact takes place in different
ways, such as through coworking (shared workspaces) where entrepreneurs meet, work, generate
new business and connect in different ways, such as in inspiring events with relevant content and
networking; and also with innovative projects and programs that seek to accelerate businesses and
people, enhancing the development of the region. Contact: Emanuelle Araújo (2º FIINSA)
upcomunicacaointeligente@gmail.com


